Tin.]            POLITICS AND STUDY, 1766-76               155

It appears that Pulteney had recommended the
Directors of the East India Company to appoint Smith
as a commissioner to examine their administration
and accounts. Smith says he is much honoured and
obliged: "You have acted in your old way, of doing
your friends a good office behind their backs, pretty
much as other people do them a bad one. There is
no labour of any kind which you can impose upon me
which I will not readily undertake." He believes he
is in agreement with Pulteney as to the proper remedy
for the disorders of the coin in Bengal. The commis-
sion, however, was not appointed. No reforms worth
mentioning were made, and the JJ^calth of Nations
teems with severe criticisms of the Company.1

A month after this letter to Pulteney, Hume drafts
a little programme for the completion and publication
of the work, evidently in reply to one of Smith's
dilatory notes : "I should agree to your reasoning if I
could trust your resolution. Come hither for some
weeks about Christmas; dissipate yourself a little;
return to Kirkcaldy; finish your work before autumn;
go to London; print it; return and settle in this town,
whifch suits your studious, independent turn even better
than London, Execute this plan faithfully, and I
forgive you."

Before following our hero to London with the fateful
manuscript, we must repeat a local tradition belonging
to this period which is recorded in Dr. Charles Eogers's
Social L^/e in Scotland. One Sunday morning Smith,
falling into an unusually profound reverie (brought on
perhaps by thought upon the disorders of the Bengal

1 The most important of these (in Book iv. chap, vii) appear
for the first time in the third edition (1784)*